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Nursery 
End of term expectations 

(Autumn) 
End of term expectations 

(Spring) 
End of term expectations 

(Summer) 

• Uses and enjoys mark 

making materials 

• Shows control in mark 

making 

• Understands print 

carries a message 

• Knows the difference 

between letters, 

numbers and 

symbols 

• Ascribes meanings to 

marks that they see 

in different places 

• Understands spoken 

message can be 

written 

• Produce some 

recognisable letters 

• Attempt to ‘write’ 

things  

• Recognises and 

copies own name 

• Ascribes meaning to 

own mark making 

(reads what has been 

written) 

• Can write single 

letters or groups of 

letters which 

represent meaning 

 

Reception 
End of term expectations 

(Autumn) 
End of term expectations 

(Spring) 
End of term expectations 

(Summer) ELG 

• Writes own name 

• Writes CVC words 

using the sounds they 

know 

• Voices thoughts 

before writing 

• Forms most letters 

correctly 

 

• Can hold and write a 

short sentence or 

phrase with adult 

support 

• Writes labels and 

captions  

• Uses texts viewed or 

heard as a stimulus 

for writing 

• Reads back what has 

been written 

• Is aware of spaces 

between words 

• Knows where to 

start writing (top left 

corner and return 

sweep) 

• Has an awareness of 

capital letters (eg. 

Name / start of 

sentence) 

• Writes recognisable 

letters, most of 

which are correctly 

formed 

• Spells words by 

identifying sounds in 

them and 

representing the 

sounds with a letter 

or letters 

• Writes simple 

phrases and 

sentences that can 

be read by others. 
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ELG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Writes recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed 

• Spells words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter 

or letters 

• Writes simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 
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Year 1 

 Beginning  Developing Secure 
Write imaginative 
and interesting texts 
with an 
understanding of 
their purpose 
 

Produces some simple 
words and phrases to 
express meaning related to 
the stimulus 
 
 
 
Writes simple sentences to 
describe, often in the form 
of list sentences 
 
 

Is beginning to produce 
own ideas for writing but 
relies on the story/ 
stimulus 
 
 
Is beginning to show 
some awareness of 
purpose (eg basic story, 
label, and message)May 
retell stories rather than 
stick to the purpose of 
the text 
 
 
Uses the language and 
structure from the 
stimulus heavily 

Produces ideas for writing 
(after a discussion) and 
refers to success criteria 
 
Says a complete sentence 
and holds it in their head 
to write down 
 
Writes simple texts such as 
lists, stories, explanations, 
letters and instructions 
 
Writing demonstrates an 
understanding of the 
features of different text 
types 
 
 
 
 

Organisation and 
paragraphs 

Organises pictures of the 
events in a story in the 
right order 
 
 
Writes some short 
sentences next to the 
pictures and  to open and 
end a story. E.g. Once upon 
a time, the end 

Is beginning to write 
down their ideas in an 
appropriate order (eg in 
time sequence) 
 
 
 
Writes simple and 
sometimes repetitive 
sentences for stories 
 
 
 
 

Writes ideas in the correct 
order (non-narrative 
genres) and sequences 
using First, Next, Then… 
 
Beginning to make 
connections between ideas 
and events  
 
Uses phrases from 
traditional tales to indicate 
the start/ end of a text 

Sentence structure 
and grammar 

Uses simple words and 
phrases to communicate 
meaning. Often uses 
simple oral language 
patterns 
 
Sentence structures are 
basic and not always 
accurate 
 
 

Writes simple sentences 
using sentence stems 
(This is a …It has…) 
Writes using patterns and 
refrains 
Shows some control over 
word order 
 
 
Sometimes uses and to 
connect ideas. Sentences 
can be long with several 
‘ands’ 
 
Occasionally uses other 
conjunctions to join ideas 
(because, but) 
 

Writes simple and 
compound sentences  
 
 
 
 
Uses ‘and’ and is beginning 
to use other conjunctions 
with control (because, but) 
Still sometimes over relies 
on ‘and’ 
 
Varies some sentence 
openings, usually with 
adverbs of time (First, Next 
After) 
 
 

Choose appropriate Uses simple repetitive Sometimes uses Uses simple adjectives 
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and effective 
vocabulary. 
 

language and phrases adjectives in simple 
sentences to describe size 
or colour (He saw a black 
cat) 

 
 
Uses vocabulary from word 
banks and stories  
 
 

Punctuation Sometimes uses capital 
letters and full stops to 
demarcate sentences 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writes their own name, 
and the names of their 
peers with a capital letter. 
Writes the pronoun ‘I’  

Beginning to use capital 
letters and full stops 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Uses capital letters 
appropriately for person 
pronoun ‘I’  
 
 

Sentences are mostly 
demarcated consistently 
with capital letters and full 
stops 
 
Some use of other end 
marks - exclamation and 
question marks may be 
evident 
 
Uses a capital letters 
personal pronoun ‘I’ and 
for names 
 
 

Spelling Is secure in phase 4 
phonics and applies the 
sounds and patterns taught 
in to their writing 

Is working within phase 5 
phonics and applies the 
sounds and patterns 
taught so far in to their 
writing 
 
Is beginning to use 
alternative 
representations 

Secure at phase 5 phonics 
 
Spells appropriately using 
the statutory sounds and 
strategies from English 
Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 
1 
 
Spells most of the Year 1 
common exception words 
correctly 
 

Handwriting Needs some support for 
appropriate spacing 
between words 
 
Sits at a table and holds a 
pencil comfortably and 
correctly 
 

Most words are 
appropriately spaced 
 
Ascenders and 
descenders are clear 
 
 

Forms letters correctly- 
lower case and capital 
letters 
 
Uses finger spaces 
consistently 
 

Re reading and 
editing 

Reads back simple 
sentences and makes 
changes to their writing 
with adult support 
 
Most work can be read by 
an adult without the child's 
help (must be more than 1 
simple statement) 
 

Checks writing makes 
sense by reading aloud 
sometimes with 
prompting 
 
 
Makes changes to their 
writing following 
discussion or marking 

Hears mistakes and words 
missed out when re 
reading their work.  
 
Makes changes to their 
work 
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1 Beginning 

 

• Produces some simple words and phrases to express meaning related to the stimulus 

• Writes simple sentences to describe 

• Sentence structures are basic and not always accurate 

• Sometimes uses capital letters and full stops to demarcate sentences 

• Most work can be read by an adult without the child's help (must be more than 1 simple 

statement) 
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1 Developing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Is beginning to write down their ideas in an appropriate order (eg in time sequence) 

• Writes simple and sometimes repetitive sentences for stories 

• Writes simple sentences using sentence stems (This is a …It has…)- Den / Then 

• Shows some control over word order 

• Sometimes uses adjectives in simple sentences to describe size or colour (He saw a 

black cat) – poor boy 

• Beginning to use capital letters and full stops 

• Most words are appropriately spaced 
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1 Secure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Says a complete sentence and holds it in their head to write down 

• Writing demonstrates an understanding of the features of different text types 

• Uses phrases from traditional tales to indicate the start/ end of a text 

• Writes simple and compound sentences  

• Uses ‘and’ and is beginning to use other conjunctions with control (because, but)- so 

• Uses simple adjectives 

• Sentences are mostly demarcated consistently with capital letters and full stop 

• Some use of other end marks - exclamation and question marks may be evident 

• Uses finger spaces consistently 

 

 

1 Secure 

 



9 
 

 

 
• Says a complete sentence and holds it in their head to write down 

• Writing demonstrates an understanding of the features of different text types 

• Uses phrases from traditional tales to indicate the start/ end of a text 

• Writes simple and compound sentences  

• Uses ‘and’ and is beginning to use other conjunctions with control (because, but)- so 

• Uses simple adjectives 

• Sentences are mostly demarcated consistently with capital letters and full stop 

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies from English Appendix 
1: Spelling – Year 1 

1 Secure  
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• Writes narratives 
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• Quality of writing is sustained to the end 

• Writing demonstrates a growing understanding of different text types 

• Events are related within narratives  

• Uses simple and compound sentences consistently, usually with verbs and adjectives 

where appropriate 

• Uses other cohesive devises at the start of sentences or in the middle (so)- when 

• Uses well chosen adjectives to add detail 

• Spells with accuracy, showing an understanding of alternative representations and 
pronunciations 

• Reads work to themselves, usually silently, and picks up on mistakes. Makes 

improvements independently 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 

 Beginning (Y1 HA) Developing Secure 
Write imaginative Writes independently (may Writes and shows an Writes about real events, 
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and interesting 
texts for a 
purpose 
 
 
 
 

need some support of clear 
stimulus/ modelled writing/ 
word lists) 
 
Attempts to write across 
different text types and 
applies some features  
 
Sometimes writing still 
sounds like spoken language 
rather than written language 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quality of writing is 
sustained until the end 

 

understanding of a range 
of text types (reports, 
poems, narratives) using 
key features of the text 
types 
 
Provides enough 
information to interest the 
reader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writes at length (at least 
half a page of A4) 
 

recording these simply 
and clearly 
 
Writes simple coherent 
narratives about personal 
experiences and those of 
others (First / third 
person) 
 
Adopts style of writing 
according to the text type 
and the purpose (E.g, 
Headings and sub 
headings for reports, 
descriptive language in 
narrative) 
 
Writes at least 1 side of 
A4 or more 
 

Organisation and 
paragraphs 

Draws pictures to show what 
they are going to write about 
 
Writing has an interesting 
beginning and end.  
 
Writing is usually structured 
on a sentence by sentence 
basis (repeated 
nouns/pronouns relate to 
main idea) 
 
Ideas and descriptions are 
elaborated on 

Produces basic plans, adds 
key words and phrases 
 
Writing usually has a clear 
opening and ending 
 
Showing some awareness 
of linking ideas using 
strategies to create flow 
(next, then, also) 

Plans using notes, 
pictures, key words and 
phrases, and uses 
planning effectively 
 
Uses headings to organise 
non-fiction writing 
 
Links ideas using 
strategies to create flow 
(time words and 
conjunctions) 
 
Writing or ideas are 
grouped by content (may 
be paragraph like 
structures) 

Sentence 
structure and 
grammar 

Is beginning to write 
sentences in different forms 
(questions) 
 
 
Is beginning to think of 
different ways to start a 
sentence (not always using 
name or pronoun) 
 
 
 
 
 
Shows some understanding 
of tense but it may not 
always be consistent 

Writes a range of 
sentences: 
 – simple and compound 
(when / if),     - statements 
and questions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Uses present and past 
tense mostly correctly and 
consistently 
 

Writes sentences using: 
when, if, that, because, 
and, or, but 
Shows evidence of 
subordination (E.g, using: 
when, if, that, because) 
and coordination (or, and, 
but) 
 
Writes using the four 
different types of 
sentences (statements, 
commands, exclamations 
and questions) 
 
Writes with a consistent 
tense including the 
progressive form (He is 
walking / She is running) 
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Choose 
appropriate 
vocabulary 

Chooses words that relate to 
the topic 
 
Uses adjectives to describe 
characters and settings over 
a range of pieces of writing 
 

Chooses words carefully 
that are related to the 
topic 
 
 
 
 
 
Uses adjectives in pairs to 
describe , but may not add 
more detail (The big, large 
elephant…) 

Some evidence of using 
and changing words and 
phrases for effect 
 
 
 
 
Uses adjectives and noun 
phrases to add more 
detail (The small scruffy 
dog…) 
 

Spelling Segments spoken words into 
phonemes and representing 
these by graphemes, spelling 
some words correctly and 
making phonically-plausible 
attempts at others  
 
Spells appropriately using 
the statutory sounds and 
strategies from English 
Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 2 
 
 

Spells appropriately using 
the statutory sounds and 
strategies taught so far 
from English Appendix 1: 
Spelling – Year 2 
 
 
 
 
 
Spells many of the 
common exception words 
 

Spells appropriately using 
the statutory sounds and 
strategies from English 
Appendix 1: Spelling – 
Year 2 
 
Adds suffixes to spell 
most words correctly in 
their writing (e.g. –ment, 
–ness, –ful, –less, –ly) 
 
Spells most of the Year 2 
common exception words 
correctly 
 

Punctuation Uses capital letters and full 
stops consistently 
 
Uses some other 
punctuation accurately 
(question marks, 
exclamation marks) 
 
Uses capital letters  for place 
names, days of the week and 
for the personal pronoun ‘I’ 
mostly accurately 
 

Uses full stops, capital 
letters, question marks, 
exclamation marks 
accurately.  
 
Uses some commas for 
lists and apostrophes for 
contracted forms (it’s, 
hadn’t)  over a number of 
pieces of work 
 
 

Uses capital letters, full 
stops, question  marks, 
exclamation marks, 
commas for lists and 
apostrophes for 
contracted forms mostly 
accurately across a 
number of pieces of work 

Handwriting Forms lower-case letters of 
the correct size relative to 
one another in some of their 
writing 
 
 
May start to join some 
letters 
 

Uses spacing between 
words that reflects the size 
of the letters  
 
 
 

Forms capital letters and 
digits of the correct size, 
orientation and 
relationship to one 
another and to lower-
case letters 
 
Uses some diagonal and 
horizontal strokes needed 
to join some letters. 
Understands some letters 
are best un joined 
 
Does not join capital 
letters  

Re reading and Adds missing words to their Evidence that work  is Re reads own work and 
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editing writing when they read it 
aloud 
 
Re reads and corrects most 
basic punctuation 

proof read and mistakes 
are corrected 
 
 

makes simple additions, 
revisions and corrections 
to their own writing 
(checks and corrects 
tense) 
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2 Beginning (Y1 HA) 
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ke spoken language rather than written language 

• Writing has an interesting beginning and end.  

• Writing is usually structured on a sentence by sentence basis (repeated 

nouns/pronouns relate to main idea) 

• Is beginning to write sentences in different forms (questions) 
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• Is beginning to think of different ways to start a sentence (not always using name or 

pronoun) 

• Shows some understanding of tense but it may not always be consistent  

• Chooses words that relate to the topic 

• Uses adjectives to describe characters and settings over a range of pieces of writing 

• Uses capital letters  for place names, days of the week and for the personal pronoun 

‘I’ mostly accurately 

• Segments spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, 

spelling some words correctly and making phonically-plausible attempts at others  

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies from English Appendix 

1: Spelling – Year 2 

• Uses capital letters and full stops consistently 

• Uses some other punctuation accurately (question marks, exclamation marks) 

• Forms lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another in some of their 

writing 

• Adds missing words to their writing when they read it aloud 

• Re-reads and corrects most basic punctuation 
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2 Developing 
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• Provides enough information to interest the reader 

• Writes at length (at least half a page of A4) 

• Writing usually has a clear opening and ending 

• Showing some awareness of linking ideas using strategies to create flow (next, then, 
also)  

• Writes a range of sentences: simple and compound (when/if), statements and 
questions 

• Uses present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently 

• Chooses words carefully that are related to the topic 

• Uses adjectives in pairs to describe , but may not add more detail (The big, large 
elephant…) 

• Uses capital letters and full stops accurately over a range of sentences, not just 
simple sentences  

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies taught so far from 
English Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 2 

• Spells many of the common exception words 

• Uses full stops, capital letters, question marks, exclamation marks accurately.  

• Uses some commas for lists and apostrophes for contracted forms (it’s, hadn’t) over 
a number of pieces of work 

• Uses spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters  

• Evidence that work is proof read and mistakes are corrected 
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2 Secure 
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• Links ideas using strategies to create flow (time words and conjunctions) 

• Writing or ideas are grouped by content (may be paragraph like structures) 

• Writes sentences using: when, if, that, because, and, or, but 

• Shows evidence of subordination (E.g, using: when, if, that, because) and 
coordination (or, and, but) 

• Writes using the four different types of sentences (statements, commands, 
exclamations and questions) 

• Writes with a consistent tense including the progressive form (He is walking / She is 
running  

• Some evidence of using and changing words and phrases for effect 

• Uses adjectives and noun phrases to add more detail (The small scruffy dog…) 

• Uses capital letters correctly within sentences 

• Uses capital letters, full stops, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for 
contracted forms (it’s, hadn’t) mostly correctly 

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies from English Appendix 
1: Spelling – Year 2 

• Adds suffixes to spell most words correctly in their writing (e.g. –ment, –ness, –ful, –
less, –ly) 

• Spells most of the Year 2 common exception words correctly 

• Uses capital letters, full stops, question  marks, exclamation marks, commas for lists 
and apostrophes for contracted forms mostly accurately across a number of pieces 
of work  

• Forms capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to 
one another and to lower-case letters 

• Uses some diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join some letters. Understands 
some letters are best un joined 

• Does not join capital letters  

• Re reads own work and makes simple additions, revisions and corrections to their 

own writing (checks and corrects tense) 
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2 Secure 

 

• Links ideas using strategies to create flow (time words and conjunctions) 

• Writing or ideas are grouped by content (may be paragraph like structures) 
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• Writes sentences using: when, if, that, because, and, or, but 

• Shows evidence of subordination (E.g, using: when, if, that, because) and 
coordination (or, and, but) 

• Writes using the four different types of sentences (statements, commands, 
exclamations and questions) 

• Writes with a consistent tense including the progressive form (He is walking / She is 
running  

• Some evidence of using and changing words and phrases for effect 

• Uses adjectives and noun phrases to add more detail (The small scruffy dog…) 

• Uses capital letters correctly within sentences 

• Uses capital letters, full stops, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for 
contracted forms (it’s, hadn’t) mostly correctly 

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies from English Appendix 
1: Spelling – Year 2 

• Adds suffixes to spell most words correctly in their writing (e.g. –ment, –ness, –ful, –
less, –ly) 

• Spells most of the Year 2 common exception words correctly 

• Uses capital letters, full stops, question  marks, exclamation marks, commas for lists 
and apostrophes for contracted forms mostly accurately across a number of pieces 
of work  

• Forms capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to 
one another and to lower-case letters 

• Uses some diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join some letters. Understands 
some letters are best un joined 

• Does not join capital letters  

• Re reads own work and makes simple additions, revisions and corrections to their 

own writing (checks and corrects tense) 
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2 Secure  
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• Writes effectively and coherently for different purposes 

• Draws on their reading to inform the grammar and vocabulary of their writing 

• Sustains attention on writing for long periods 

• Writing or ideas are grouped by content into paragraph like structures  

• Uses subordination and coordination consistently 

• Word choices are thoughtful and often ambitious with specific and technical 

vocabulary used accurately  

• Draws on reading to inform vocabulary 

• Adds detail by using expanded noun phrases 

• Uses capital letters, full stops, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for 
contracted forms (it’s, hadn’t) correctly 

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies from English Appendix 
1: Spelling – Year 2 

• Spells the Year 2 common exception words consistently 

• Uses capital letters, full stops, question  marks, exclamation marks, commas for lists 

and apostrophes for contracted forms consistently across a wide range of writing  

• Uses the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join some letters consistently  

• Makes additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing across a range of 

work  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 
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 Beginning (Y2 
WGD) 

Developing Secure 

Write imaginative 
and interesting 
texts for a 
purpose   
 
 

Is familiar with a range of 
text types and adapts 
writing, drawing on their 
reading, to suit the type 
and purpose 
 
Writes about characters 
and settings within a clear 
and coherent narrative 
 
Writes effectively and 
coherently for different 
purposes 
 
 
 

Produces work which is 
imaginative and clear 
across different text types 
 
 
Elaborates on 
information about events 
and characters (writing 
still might be reliant on 
model for the plot) 
 
 
Purpose is clear at the 
opening, may lose some 
clarity as text goes on 
 

Produces clear, imaginative 
writing which is interesting to 
read across a range of text types 
 
Creates an appropriate setting, 
with characters and a clear plot 
(may draw on some elements of 
model / stimulus) 
 
 
Writes with a clear audience and 
purpose in mind 
 
Shows evidence of attention to 
the reader (eg elaboration, 
detail, adjectives etc) 

Organisation and 
paragraphs 

Plans in logical chunks that 
resemble paragraphs and is 
starting to write in ‘chunks’ 
that resemble paragraphs 
 
 
Uses headings to organise 
non-fiction writing 
 
Uses a range of time 
related words and phrases 
to sequence writing 
 
Uses headings to organise 
non-fiction writing 
Groups some writing or 
ideas by content 
(paragraph like structures) 
 
Links ideas using strategies 
to create flow (another 
thing, also, then) 

Produces work that is 
organised through a 
series of linked 
sentences.  
 
Information is kept 
together in chunks that 
resemble paragraphs in 
non fiction writing 
 
Makes some attempt to 
place related points next 
to each other 
 
Develops and extends 
ideas logically in 
structured sentences 
(may be over detailed or 
brief) 
 
Beginning to understand 
what a paragraph is and 
shows evidence of this in 
writing (eg one sentence 
paragraphs, ideas loosely 
grouped) 

Structures writing appropriately 
for the content 
 
Uses paragraphs in non fiction 
writing through sub headings and 
linked sentences 
 
Structures and organises 
narrative writing clearly into 
logical chunks and a series of 
linked sentences (not necessarily 
in paragraphs) 
 
Within sections / paragraphs, 
uses strategies to link ideas (also, 
quickly, another thing) 
 

Sentence 
structure and 
grammar 

Uses past and present 
tenses generally correctly 
 
 
 
Writes some sentences 
with more than one clause 
 
Uses a range of sentences 
over a range of text types 
 

Uses past and present 
tenses generally 
correctly- may be the 
very occasional error 
 
Writes an increasing 
range of sentences with 
more than one clause 
 
Uses adverbs of manner, 
time and place 

Uses the past tense and present 
tense correctly  
 
 
 
Writes a range of sentences with 
more than 1 clause 
 
 
Uses conjunctions, adverbs and 
prepositions to sequence and to 
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Uses adverbs of manner 
 
 
Experiments with a range 
of sentence openers (First, 
Then, Next, After that, 
Also, Soon, Another thing) 
 
Uses conjunctions to link 
sentences (and, but, so, 
then, because, if) 
 
 
There is some variation in 
nouns and pronouns 
 
 
 
Uses detail to create effect, 
noun phrases are mostly 
expanded by adjectives 

 
Uses sentences with 
different functions 
appropriately and is 
beginning to increase 
their range of sentences 
 
Beginning to use “a” and 
“an” according to 
whether the next word 
begin with a vowel 
 
 
Beginning to understand 
the relationship between 
nouns and pronouns 
 
Beginning to vary verbs 
 

express time and cause 
Extends sentences using a wider 
range of conjunctions (when, 
because, if, while, after, also, as 
well) 
 
Uses “a” and “an” mostly 
accurately according to whether 
the next word begin with a vowel 
 
Chooses appropriate nouns and 
pronouns for cohesion 
 
 
 
Adds detail by the expansion of 
noun phrases before and after 
the noun and with adverbials 

Choose 
appropriate 
vocabulary 

Uses some interesting and 
ambitious words, drawing 
on wider reading and own 
experiences 

Beginning to choose 
some words because I 
know they have an effect 
on the reader 
 

Uses ambitious word choices that 
are carefully chosen to add detail 
and to engage the reader 

Punctuation Uses capital letters, full 
stops, question, 
exclamation marks, 
commas in lists and 
apostrophes for contracted 
forms (don’t, hadn’t) over a 
range of sentences 

Sometimes uses inverted 
commas to punctuate 
direct speech 
 
Uses apostrophes for 
possession, but not 
always accurate 

Uses punctuation accurately 
 
Uses capital letters accurately for 
proper nouns 
 
Uses commas sometimes to mark 
clauses and phrases 

Spelling Spells appropriately using 
the statutory sounds and 
strategies taught so far 
from English Appendix 1: 
Spelling – Year ¾ 
 
Is beginning to spell the 
words in the Year 3 spelling 
list 
 

Spells appropriately using 
the statutory sounds and 
strategies taught so far 
from English Appendix 1: 
Spelling – Year 3/4 
 
Spells some words in the 
Year 3 spelling list 
 

Spells appropriately using the 
statutory sounds and strategies 
taught so far from English 
Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 3/4 
 
Spells most words in the Year 3 
spelling list 
 

Handwriting Uses the diagonal and 
horizontal strokes to join 
letters 
 
 
Does not join capital letters 

Joins most handwriting. 
May still be inconsistent 
in size and spacing 

Uses joined up handwriting in line 
with school policy 
 

Re reading and 
editing 

Makes additions and 
revisions to their work 

Edits and improves basic 
spelling and punctuation 
errors 
 
Makes additions and 
revisions to their work to 

Edits own writing for missing 
words and punctuation 
 
Notices and corrects some 
spelling errors 
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add detail or clarity Re reads own work and talks 
about improvements in 
vocabulary and grammar  
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3 Beginning (Y2 Working at Greater Depth) 
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• Writes about characters and settings within a clear and coherent narrative 

• Uses a range of time related words and phrases to sequence writing 

• Groups some writing or ideas by content (paragraph like structures) 

• Links ideas using strategies to create flow (another thing, also, then) 

• Uses past and present tenses generally correctly 

• Writes some sentences with more than one clause 

• Uses adverbs of manner 

• Experiments with a range of sentence openers (First, Then, Next, After that, Also, 
Soon, Another thing) 

• Uses conjunctions to link sentences (and, but, so, then, because, if) 

• There is some variation in nouns and pronouns 

• Uses detail to create effect, noun phrases are mostly expanded by adjectives 

• Uses some interesting and ambitious words, drawing on wider reading and own 
experiences 

• Uses capital letters, full stops, question, exclamation marks, commas in lists and 
apostrophes for contracted forms (don’t, hadn’t) over a range of sentences 

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies taught so far from 
English Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 3/4 

• Is beginning to spell the words in the Year 3 spelling list 

• Uses the diagonal and horizontal strokes to join letters 

• Does not join capital letters 

• Makes additions and revisions to their work 
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3 Developing  
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• Produces work which is imaginative and clear across different text types 

• Elaborates on information about events and characters (writing still might be reliant 
on model for the plot) 

• Purpose is clear at the opening, may lose some clarity as text goes on 

• Produces work that is organised through a series of linked sentences.  

• Makes some attempt to place related points next to each other 

• Develops and extends ideas logically in structured sentences (may be over detailed 
or brief) 

• Beginning to understand what a paragraph is and shows evidence of this in writing 
(e.g. one sentence paragraphs, ideas loosely grouped) 

• Uses past and present tenses generally correctly- may be the very occasional error 

• Writes an increasing range of sentences with more than one clause 

• Uses adverbs of manner, time and place 

• Uses sentences with different functions appropriately and is beginning to increase 
their range of sentences 

• Beginning to use “a” and “an” according to whether the next word begin with a 
vowel 

• Beginning to vary verbs 

• Beginning to choose some words because I know they have an effect on the reader 

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies taught so far from 
English Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 3/4 

• Spells some words in the Year 3 spelling list 

• Joins most handwriting. May still be inconsistent in size and spacing  

• Makes additions and revisions to their work to add detail or clarity 
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3 Secure 
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• Creates an appropriate setting, with characters and a clear plot (may draw on some 
elements of model / stimulus) 

• Writes with a clear audience and purpose in mind 

• Shows evidence of attention to the reader (eg elaboration, detail, adjectives etc) 

• Structures writing appropriately for the content 

• Structures and organises narrative writing clearly into logical chunks and a series of 
linked sentences (not necessarily in paragraphs) 

• Within sections / paragraphs, uses strategies to link ideas (also, quickly, another 
thing) 

• Uses the past tense and present tense correctly  

• Writes a range of sentences with more than 1 clause 

• Uses conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to sequence and to express time and 
cause 

• Extends sentences using a wider range of conjunctions (when, because, if, while, 
after, also, as well) 

• Uses “a” and “an” mostly accurately according to whether the next word begin with 
a vowel 

• Chooses appropriate nouns and pronouns for cohesion 

• Adds detail by the expansion of noun phrases before and after the noun and with 
adverbials  

• Uses ambitious word choices that are carefully chosen to add detail and to engage 
the reader  

• Uses punctuation accurately 

• Uses capital letters accurately for proper nouns 

• Uses commas sometimes to mark clauses and phrases  

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies taught so far from 
English Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 3/4 

• Spells most words in the Year 3 spelling list 

• Uses joined up handwriting in line with school policy 

• Edits own writing for missing words and punctuation 

• Re reads own work and talks about improvements in vocabulary and grammar  
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3 Secure 
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• Creates an appropriate setting, with characters and a clear plot (may draw on some 
elements of model / stimulus) 

• Writes with a clear audience and purpose in mind 

• Shows evidence of attention to the reader (eg elaboration, detail, adjectives etc) 

• Structures writing appropriately for the content 

• Structures and organises narrative writing clearly into logical chunks and a series of 
linked sentences (not necessarily in paragraphs) 

• Within sections / paragraphs, uses strategies to link ideas (also, quickly, another 
thing) 

• Uses the past tense and present tense correctly  

• Writes a range of sentences with more than 1 clause 

• Uses conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to sequence and to express time and 
cause 

• Extends sentences using a wider range of conjunctions (when, because, if, while, 
after, also, as well) 

• Uses “a” and “an” mostly accurately according to whether the next word begin with 
a vowel 

• Chooses appropriate nouns and pronouns for cohesion 

• Adds detail by the expansion of noun phrases before and after the noun and with 
adverbials  

• Uses punctuation accurately 

• Uses commas sometimes to mark clauses and phrases  

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies taught so far from 
English Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 3/4 

• Spells most words in the Year 3 spelling list 

• Uses joined up handwriting in line with school policy 
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3 Secure  
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• Shows good stamina for writing and adapts a stimulus/ model to create their own 
narrative or other text type 

• Sustains purpose and audience throughout the text  

• Confidently groups ideas together when writing 

• In narrative, sometimes demarcates paragraphs to signal a change in setting or time 

• Writes a range of sentences with more than 1 clause confidently across a range of 
text types 

• Writes a wide range of sentences with independence 

• Chooses appropriate nouns and pronouns for cohesion across a wide range of work 

• Chooses vocabulary deliberately to create effects, including the accurate use of 
specific or technical words 

• Uses the punctuation taught accurately and confidently 

• Uses commas often to mark phrases and clauses.  

• Spells accurately using the statutory sounds and strategies taught so far from English 
Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 3 
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Year 4 

 Beginning (Y3 HA) Developing Secure 
Write 
imaginative 
and 
interesting 
texts for a 
purpose 
 

Writes narratives with 
convincing settings that are 
drawn from the model and 
their own experiences. 
Writing is adapted from the 
modelled writing 
 
Beginning to develop ideas, 
characters and describe 
settings, feelings and 
emotions 
 
 
Uses the main features of 
the genre appropriately and 
consistently 
 
 
Shows evidence of 
attention to the reader (eg 
elaboration, detail, 
adjectives etc) 
 
Sustains purpose and 
audience throughout the 
text 

 

Writes narratives with 
characters and convincing 
settings that are drawn from 
the model and their own 
experiences 
 
 
Develops ideas, characters 
and describe settings, 
feelings and emotions 
 
 
Uses the main features of 
the selected genre and 
adopts form and style for 
purpose and audience 
 
 
 
 

Writes narratives that include 
characterisation and settings that 
engage readers’ interest.  
 
Develops characters through 
actions to describe feelings and 
personality 
 
 
Writes non-narrative pieces with a 
clear purpose and provides the 
reader with relevant information 
 
Organises ideas appropriately for 
the purpose and reader, and writes 
in a range of styles confidently and 
independently 
  
Demonstrates increasing stamina 
for writing 
 

Organisation 
and 
paragraphs 

Writes in paragraphs in non 
fiction texts. In narrative, 
writes in logical chunks, 
demarcating paragraphs 
when settings and times 
change 
 
 
Within sections / 
paragraphs, uses strategies 
to link ideas (also, quickly, 
another thing) 
 
Beginning to include 
movement between 
paragraphs or related 
sections 

Most writing shows an 
understanding of paragraphs 
and writing is sequenced in a 
logical style 
 
 
 
Links ideas and relate events 
including past, present and 
future sensibly (afterwards, 
eventually, before) 
Links ideas within and 
between paragraphs 
(cohesion) 
 

Writes in paragraphs 
Writes  non-narrative texts using 
paragraphs  
 
Writes narratives in paragraphs 
with the structure of a plan for 
support. 
 
Adverbs and conjunctions are 
used for cohesion within 
paragraphs 
 
Sequences ideas and events  
logically  
 
Beginning to develop endings that 
relate to the beginning of a 
narrative 
 

Sentence 
structure and 
grammar 

Uses a wider range of 
conjunctions and adverbs to 
express time , place and 
manner 
 
Uses a range of sentence 
openers 

Beginning to use fronted 
adverbials (of place, time 
and manner) and add a 
comma before the main 
clause 
 
Uses adverbs for pace  

Uses fronted adverbials (of place, 
time and manner) effectively, 
mostly using a comma to mark the 
clause 
 
Uses some expanded noun phrases 
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Writes sentences that are 
grammatically correct 
 
Uses pronouns to avoid 
repetition 
 

Varies the way sentences are 
opened using subordination 
(When I saw… While I 
was…As it was snowing…) 
 
Uses pronouns to avoid 
repetition and ambiguity 
 
 

Consistently use a variety of 
sentence styles 
 
Uses pronouns to avoid repetition 
and support cohesion 
 
Adds more information into 
sentences by using subordinating 
conjunctions (eg when, if, because) 
at the beginning or within 
sentences 
 
Verb choices are varied 
 
Uses tenses consistently  

Choose 
appropriate 
and effective 
vocabulary 

Choose some appropriate 
and effective vocabulary, 
including accurate use of 
technical words 

Vocabulary choices are 
relevant and support the 
purpose 
 
 
Chooses some words for 
effect or occasion 

Uses precise vocabulary that adds 
interest or clarity, and engages the 
reader 
 

Punctuation Uses inverted commas to 
punctuate direct speech 
 
 

Experiments with a wider 
range of punctuation ( , “ “ ! ‘ 
) with increasing accuracy 
 
 

Correctly punctuates all sentences 
 
Uses commas for fronted 
adverbials 
 
Uses inverted commas and the 
punctuation within them correctly 
 
Understands the difference 
between adding s to make a plural 
and ‘s to show ownership 
(possessive) 

Spelling Spells appropriately using 
the statutory sounds and 
strategies taught so far 
from English Appendix 1: 
Spelling – Year 3/4 
 
Beginning to spell words in 
the Year 4 spelling list 
 

Spells appropriately using 
the statutory sounds and 
strategies taught so far from 
English Appendix 1: Spelling 
– Year 3/4 
 
Spells some words in the 
Year 4 spelling list 
 

Spells appropriately using the 
statutory sounds and strategies 
taught so far from English 
Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 3/4 
 
Spells most words in the Year 4 
spelling list 
 

Handwriting Uses joined up handwriting 
in line with school policy 
 

Uses joined up handwriting 
in line with school policy, 
with increased fluency and 
regularity 
 

Writes legibly and consistently with 
lines of writing spaced sufficiently 
so that ascenders and descenders 
do not touch 
 
 

Re reading 
and editing 

With support, re reads work 
at the end of the text and 
notices and improves on 
any errors. Makes additions 
and revisions 

Re reads work at the end of 
the text and notices and 
improves on any errors. 
Makes additions and 
revisions 

Re reads work systematically as 
they write, and notices and 
improves on errors. Identifies 
where vocabulary is repetitive or 
has not had the desired effect. 
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4 Beginning (Y3 HA) 
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• Writes narratives with convincing settings that are drawn from the model and their 
own experiences 

• Beginning to develop ideas, characters and describe settings, feelings and emotions 

• Uses the main features of the genre appropriately and consistently 

• Shows evidence of attention to the reader (eg elaboration, detail, adjectives etc) 

• In narrative, writes in logical chunks, demarcating paragraphs when settings and 
times change 

• Within sections/paragraphs, uses strategies to link ideas (also, quickly, another 
thing) 

• Beginning to include movement between paragraphs or related sections  

• Uses a wider range of conjunctions and adverbs to express time , place and manner 

• Uses a range of sentence openers  

• Writes sentences that are grammatically correct 

• Uses pronouns to avoid repetition 

• Choose some appropriate and effective vocabulary. 

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies taught so far from 
English Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 3/4 

• Uses joined up handwriting in line with school policy 
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4 Developing 
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• Writes narratives with characters and convincing settings that are drawn from the 

model and their own experiences 

• Develops ideas, characters and describe settings, feelings and emotions 

• Uses the main features of the selected genre and adopts form and style for purpose 

and audience 

• Most writing shows an understanding of paragraphs and writing is sequenced in a 

logical style 

• Links ideas and relate events including past, present and future sensibly (afterwards, 

eventually, before) 

• Links ideas within and between paragraphs (cohesion) 

• Beginning to use fronted adverbials (of place, time and manner) and add a comma 

before the main clause 

• Uses adverbs for pace  

• Varies the way sentences are opened using subordination (When I saw… While I 

was…As it was snowing…) 

• Uses pronouns to avoid repetition and ambiguity 

• Vocabulary choices are relevant and support the purpose 

• Chooses some words for effect or occasion 

• Experiments with a wider range of punctuation ( , “ “ ! ‘ ) with increasing accuracy 

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies taught so far from 

English Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 3/4 

• Uses joined up handwriting in line with school policy, with increased fluency and 

regularity 
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4 Secure 
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• Writes narratives that include characterisation and settings that engage readers’ 
interest.  

• Develops characters through actions to describe feelings and personality 

• Writes non-narrative pieces with a clear purpose and provides the reader with relevant 
information 

• Organises ideas appropriately for the purpose and reader, and writes in a range of 
styles confidently and independently 

• Writes in paragraphs 

• Adverbs and conjunctions are used for cohesion within paragraphs 

• Sequences ideas and events logically  

• Beginning to develop endings that relate to the beginning of a narrative 

• Uses fronted adverbials (of place, time and manner) effectively, mostly using a comma 
to mark the clause 

• Uses some expanded noun phrases 

• Consistently use a variety of sentence styles 

• Uses pronouns to avoid repetition and support cohesion 

• Adds more information into sentences by using subordinating conjunctions (e.g. when, 
if, because) at the beginning or within sentences 

• Verb choices are varied 

• Uses tenses consistently 

• Uses precise vocabulary that adds interest or clarity, and engages the reader 

• Correctly punctuates all sentences 

• Uses commas for fronted adverbials 

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies taught so far from 
English Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 3/4 

• Writes legibly and consistently with lines of writing spaced sufficiently so that 
ascenders and descenders do not touch 
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4 Secure 
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• Writes narratives that include characterisation and settings that engage readers’ 
interest.  

• Develops characters through actions to describe feelings and personality 

• Organises ideas appropriately for the purpose and reader, and writes in a range of 
styles confidently and independently 

• Demonstrates increasing stamina for writing 

• Writes in paragraphs 

• Adverbs and conjunctions are used for cohesion within paragraphs 

• Sequences ideas and events logically  

• Beginning to develop endings that relate to the beginning of a narrative 

• Uses fronted adverbials (of place, time and manner) effectively, mostly using a comma 
to mark the clause 

• Uses some expanded noun phrases 

• Consistently use a variety of sentence styles 

• Uses pronouns to avoid repetition and support cohesion 

• Adds more information into sentences by using subordinating conjunctions (e.g. when, 
if, because) at the beginning or within sentences 

• Verb choices are varied 

• Uses tenses consistently 

• Uses precise vocabulary that adds interest or clarity, and engages the reader 

• Correctly punctuates all sentences 

• Uses commas for fronted adverbials 

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies taught so far from 
English Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 3/4 
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4 Secure  
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• Develops characters using actions, speech and reactions in a narrative with a 

convincing plot and appropriate settings 

• Narrative structure is developed and well-paced (ideas are not repetitive) 

• Uses strategies for hooking readers from books read 

• Texts are organised into paragraphs 

• Paragraphs are well structured and guide the reader through the text  

• Uses a range of sentences confidently according to the text type, purpose and 

audience 

• Opens sentences in different ways to create effects, including the positioning of 

clauses and fronted adverbials 

• Consistently chooses appropriate and effective vocabulary 

• Uses commas consistently for fronted adverbials 

• Spells accurately using the statutory sounds and strategies taught so far from English 

Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 3/4 

• Writes legibly and consistently using a pen 

 

  

 

 

 



51 
 

Year 5 

 Beginning (Y4 HA) Developing Secure 
Write 
imaginative 
and 
interesting 
texts for a 
purpose 
 
 

Names different forms. 
Understands that forms 
have different purposes and 
can list some organisational 
and language features of 
them 
 
Starts to use a 
writer/character/narrator 
viewpoint and is beginning 
to maintain it throughout 
 
Uses action and description 
to develop characters 
 
Uses setting description to 
create atmosphere 
 
 
Writes a narrative plot 
where ideas are logically 
related 
 
 
May attempt to directly 
address the reader 

Identifies the purpose of 
the task (to recount, 
persuade etc) and uses the 
main features of the text 
type in their writing 
 
Usually sustains 
writer/character/narrator 
viewpoint throughout 
 
 
Uses settings and 
characterisation to create 
atmosphere and engage 
the reader’s interest 
 
 
 
Writes a narrative plot 
which is often well-
developed, paced and 
sequenced 
 
 
Directly addresses the 
reader  

Identifies the intended audience and 
purpose for writing and uses their 
knowledge of texts to support their 
writing 
 
 
Maintains a clear and consistent 
viewpoint for the 
writer/narrator/character which is 
controlled throughout the text 
 
Develops characters with description, 
dialogue and actions which move the 
story forward 
 
Uses settings to create atmosphere and 
indicate a change 
 
Writes a narrative plot which is 
consistently well-developed, paced and 
sequenced 
 
 
 
Directly addresses the reader 
confidently  
 

Organisation 
and 
paragraphs 

Text is organised and there 
is some evidence of some 
ideas being developed 
within and between 
paragraphs 
Shifts between time and 
place may not be well-
managed 
 
 
 
 
Uses fronted adverbials to 
open some paragraphs 
 
Makes an attempt to link 
paragraphs, although this 
may not be accurate 
 
Begins paragraphs with a 
main topic sentence but 
ideas are not fully 
developed 
 
Uses organistaional 
features such as 

Uses paragraphs mostly 
accurately to signal 
changes of time, setting, 
events or information. 
Shifts between time and 
place are managed with 
increasing accuracy to 
guide the reader through 
the text 
 
 
Uses fronted adverbials to 
open most paragraphs 
 
Develops and links ideas 
within paragraphs with 
increasing accuracy 
 
Uses topic sentences to 
mostly introduce the 
content of a new 
paragraph 
 
Uses organisational 
features to structure non 
fiction writing- headings, 

Uses paragraphs with confidence to 
mark changes of time, setting or events 
in well-developed narrative writing 
 
Varies paragraph lengths to achieve 
pace and structure the plot 
 
 
Uses fronted adverbials to link ideas 
across paragraphs 
 
Develops and links ideas within 
paragraphs with confidence  
 
 
Uses topic sentences to establish the 
main idea of the paragraph 
 
Uses organizational devices to guide the 
reader- headings, bullet points, tables, 
disgrams 
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appropriate and engaging 
headings and sub headings 
 

bullet points  

Sentence 
structure 
and 
grammar 

Uses simple and compound 
sentences to extend 
meaning 
 
Attempts to use complex 
sentences, although these 
may not be well-controlled 
and may have multiple 
clauses 
 
 
 
Is beginning to vary the 
length, structure and 
subject of sentences 
 
 
 
 
Uses direct and reported 
speech with some accuracy 
 
 
 
Uses appropriate tense  

Uses simple and compound 
sentences to extend 
meaning 
 
Uses complex sentences by 
using a range of 
subordinating 
conjunctions, both at the 
beginning and within 
sentences 
 
 
 
Develops ideas using 
adverbial and expanded 
phrases before and after 
nouns. 
 
Uses direct and reported 
speech mostly accurately 
 
 
 
Uses appropriate tense 
consistently  
 
 

Uses simple, compound and complex 
sentences to extend meaning and 
interest with confidence 
 
Extends sentences by using a range of 
subordinating conjunctions, both at the 
beginning and within sentences 
 
 
Uses expanded noun phrases and 
clauses (including relative clauses)  to 
add information or detail  
 
Uses direct and reported speech 
accurately and effectively 
 
Uses appropriate tense consistently  
 
Uses the correct subject-verb 
agreement (They were happy) 
 
Uses clauses to give extra information 
e.g. Mr Tom, who was upset, opened 
the door. 
 
Uses relative clauses beginning with 
relative pronouns: who, which where, 
when whose, that 
 

Choose 
appropriate 
and 
effective 
vocabulary. 
 

Chooses vocabulary which 
links to the topic and 
engages the reader 
 
Uses interesting language 
to sustain and develop 
ideas 
 

Chooses precise vocabulary 
which is often adventurous 
and used with increasing 
precision 
 
Is beginning to use 
figurative language 
including similes, 
metaphors and 
personification 
 

Chooses vocabulary for deliberate 
effect and uses word choices with 
thoughtfulness and precision  
 
Uses figurative language including 
similes, metaphors and personification 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Punctuation Uses all previous 
punctuation accurately 
 
Uses apostrophes for 
possession and contraction 
consistently 
 
 

Uses commas mostly 
accurately to separate 
clauses and phrases 
 
Attempts to use commas 
to avoid ambiguity 

 
Attempts to use a colon 
to introduce a list with 
some accuracy 

Uses commas to separate clauses and 
phrases to clarify meaning 
 
Uses commas to avoid ambiguity 
 
Uses a colon to introduce a list 
 
 
Attempts to use brackets, dashes or 
commas to indicate parenthesis with 
some accuracy 

Spelling Spells appropriately using Spells appropriately using Spells appropriately using the statutory 
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the statutory sounds and 
strategies taught so far 
from English  
Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 
5/6 
 
Beginning to spell words in 
the Year 5 spelling list 
 

the statutory sounds and 
strategies taught so far 
from English Appendix 1: 
Spelling – Year 5/6 
 
Spells some words in the 
Year 5 spelling list 
 

sounds and strategies taught so far 
from English Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 
5/6 
 
Spells most words in the Year 5 spelling 
list 
 

Handwriting Writes with joined 
handwriting with increasing 
speed 

Writes with joined 
handwriting with 
increasing speed and 
fluency 

Writes legibly with increasing speed and 
fluency 

Re reading 
and editing 

Re reads own work and 
corrects missing words, 
makes simple 
improvements and corrects 
spelling and punctuation 
errors 

Evaluates own work and 
discuss whether writing 
goals and success criteria 
have been successful. 
Proof reads systematically 
and makes corrections 
and additions 

Identifies aspects of own writing which 
met the success criteria and has a 
particular effect on the reader 
Identifies areas (eg, paragraphs) to 
improve and makes improvements 
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5 Beginning (Y4 HA) 
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• Uses action and description to develop characters 

• Uses setting description to create atmosphere 

• Writes a narrative plot where ideas are logically related 

• May attempt to directly address the reader 

• Text is organised and there is some evidence of some ideas being developed within 
and between paragraphs 

• Shifts between time and place may not be well-managed 

• Uses fronted adverbials to open some paragraphs 

• Makes an attempt to link paragraphs, although this may not be accurate 

• Begins paragraphs with a main topic sentence but ideas are not fully developed 

• Uses simple and compound sentences to extend meaning 

• Attempts to use complex sentences, although these may not be well-controlled and 
may have multiple clauses 

• Is beginning to vary the length, structure and subject of sentences 

• Uses appropriate tense 

• Uses interesting language to sustain and develop ideas 

• Uses all previous punctuation accurately 

• Uses apostrophes for possession and contraction consistently 

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies taught so far from 
English Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 5/6 

• Writes with joined handwriting with increasing speed 

• Re-reads own work and corrects missing words, makes simple improvements and 
corrects spelling and punctuation errors 
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5 Developing  
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• Usually sustains writer/character/narrator viewpoint throughout 

• Uses settings and characterisation to create atmosphere and engage the reader’s 

interest 

• Writes a narrative plot which is often well-developed, paced and sequenced 

• Uses paragraphs mostly accurately to signal changes of time, setting, events or 

information. Shifts between time and place are managed with increasing accuracy to 

guide the reader through the text 

• Uses fronted adverbials to open most paragraphs 

• Develops and links ideas within paragraphs with increasing accuracy 

• Uses topic sentences to mostly introduce the content of a new paragraph 

• Uses organisational features to structure non-fiction writing- headings, bullet points 

• Uses simple and compound sentences to extend meaning 

• Uses complex sentences by using a range of subordinating conjunctions, both at the 

beginning and within sentences 

• Develops ideas using adverbial and expanded phrases before and after nouns. 

• Uses appropriate tense consistently  

• Chooses precise vocabulary which is often adventurous and used with increasing 

precision 

• Is beginning to use figurative language including similes, metaphors and 

personification 

• Uses commas mostly accurately to separate clauses and phrases 

• Attempts to use commas to avoid ambiguity 

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies taught so far from 

English Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 5/6 

• Spells some words in the Year 5 spelling list 

• Writes with joined handwriting with increasing speed and fluency 

• Proof reads systematically and makes corrections and additions 
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5 Secure 
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• Maintains a clear and consistent viewpoint for the writer/narrator/character which is 

controlled throughout the text 

• Develops characters with description, dialogue and actions which move the story 
forward 

• Uses settings to create atmosphere and indicate a change 

• Writes a narrative plot which is consistently well-developed, paced and sequenced 

• Directly addresses the reader confidently  

• Uses paragraphs with confidence to mark changes of time, setting or events in well-
developed narrative writing 

• Varies paragraph lengths to achieve pace and structure the plot 

• Develops and links ideas within paragraphs with confidence  

• Uses simple, compound and complex sentences to extend meaning and interest with 
confidence 

• Extends sentences by using a range of subordinating conjunctions, both at the 
beginning and within sentences 

• Uses expanded noun phrases and clauses (including relative clauses)  to add 
information or detail  

• Uses appropriate tense consistently  

• Uses the correct subject-verb agreement (They were happy) 

• Chooses vocabulary for deliberate effect and uses word choices with thoughtfulness 
and precision  

• Uses figurative language including similes, metaphors and personification 

• Uses commas to separate clauses and phrases to clarify meaning 

• Uses commas to avoid ambiguity 

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies taught so far from 
English Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 5/6 

• Writes legibly with increasing speed and fluency  
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5 Secure 
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• Maintains a clear and consistent viewpoint for the writer/narrator/character which is 
controlled throughout the text 

• Develops characters with description, dialogue and actions which move the story 
forward 

• Uses settings to create atmosphere and indicate a change 

• Writes a narrative plot which is consistently well-developed, paced and sequenced 

• Uses paragraphs with confidence to mark changes of time, setting or events in well-
developed narrative writing 

• Uses fronted adverbials to link ideas across paragraphs 

• Develops and links ideas within paragraphs with confidence  

• Uses simple, compound and complex sentences to extend meaning and interest with 
confidence 

• Extends sentences by using a range of subordinating conjunctions, both at the 
beginning and within sentences 

• Uses expanded noun phrases and clauses (including relative clauses)  to add 
information or detail  

• Uses appropriate tense consistently  

• Uses the correct subject-verb agreement (They were happy) 

• Uses relative clauses beginning with relative pronouns: who, which where, when 
whose, that 

• Chooses vocabulary for deliberate effect and uses word choices with thoughtfulness 
and precision  

• Uses figurative language including similes, metaphors and personification 

• Uses commas to separate clauses and phrases to clarify meaning 

• Uses commas to avoid ambiguity 

• Spells appropriately using the statutory sounds and strategies taught so far from 
English Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 5/6 

• Writes legibly with increasing speed and fluency  
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5 Secure  
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• Identifies the intended audience and purpose for writing and uses a range of texts 
and their knowledge of structural and organisational features of texts to support 
their writing. Manipulates the form and style to create impact and to engage the 
reader 

• Uses settings to create an atmosphere, but also to indicate a change in atmosphere 
or mood 

• Writes a narrative plot which is well-developed, paced and sequenced with 
consideration of the impact the reader 

• Directly addresses the reader confidently and independently 

• Uses paragraphs which are well-controlled and shape the text, guiding the reader 
effectively through shifts in time and place and changes of events or information. 

• Develops and sequences ideas within paragraphs in interesting and creative ways  

• Uses a wide ranges of cohesive devices in order to link ideas and guide the reader 

• Uses simple, compound and complex sentences with mostly accurate punctuation to 
extend meaning and add variety and interest  

• Uses tense consistently and can vary tense appropriately for impact on reader 

• Chooses precise vocabulary carefully and deliberately to clarify meaning, enhance 
effect, increase/slow pace and create mood  

• Uses commas accurately to clarify meaning and avoid ambiguity 

• Attempts to use colon or semi-colon to link separate clauses with some accuracy 

• Spells accurately using the statutory sounds and strategies taught so far from English 
Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 5/6 

• Spells all words in the Year 5 spelling list 

• Chooses the writing implement and style which is most suited to the task 
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Year 6 

 Beginning (Y5 HA) Developing Secure 
Write 
imaginative 
and 
interesting 
texts for a 
purpose 
 
 

Identifies the purpose and 
audience for writing and can 
select a suitable model to 
base writing on. Uses the 
main features of the text 
type. 
 
 
In narrative writing: 
Develops characters with 
interesting and imaginative 
description, dialogue and 
actions which move the 
story forward 
 
Uses settings to create 
atmosphere and indicate a 
change in mood or 
atmosphere 
 
Uses figurative language 
including similes, metaphors 
and personification 
 
Writes with a recognisable 
viewpoint or voice, although 
this may not always be 
sustained throughout the 
text 
 
Concludes texts with some 
attempt to relate subject to 
reader or to make direct 
appeal to reader. Endings 
may not be clear or concise. 

Writes a range of 
effective texts for 
different purposes and 
different audiences 
 
 
In narrative writing: 
Describes settings, 
characters and 
atmosphere 
appropriately 
 
Uses dialogue to show 
character and to move 
events forward (this may 
not always be accurate) 
 
 
Makes appropriate 
choices between formal 
and informal language, 
dependent on the 
purpose and audience of 
the text 
 
Writes with a 
recognisable viewpoint or 
voice with increasing 
consistency 
 
 
Concludes texts more 
clearly with attempts to 
relate subject to reader 
or to make direct appeal 
to reader.  
 

Writes a range of effective texts for 
different purposes and different 
audiences, identifies and builds 
own success criteria for the text 
type and can refer back to similar 
texts they have read for 
organisational and language 
features 
 
In narrative writing: 
Effective settings, characters, 
atmosphere and plot are created 
 
Uses dialogue successfully to 
convey character and move events 
forward in combination with action 
and description 
 
 
Uses narrative techniques such as 
flashbacks and shifts in time to 
maintain the reader’s interest 
 
Writes with a viewpoint which is 
well controlled and convincing. 
Texts have a clear voice which is 
sustained. 
 
Varies openings to engage or 
directly address the reader. 
Concludes texts effectively with 
well thought out closings. 

Organisation 
and 
paragraphs 

Uses paragraphs to organise 
ideas 
 
 
Develops and elaborates on 
ideas within paragraphs 
 
 
Uses pronouns with some 
accuracy to support 
cohension in and between 
paragraphs to avoid 
repetition  
 
 
 

Uses paragraphs to 
organize ideas across a 
range of genres 
 
Develops and elaborates 
on ideas within 
paragraphs with 
imaginative and 
interesting detail 
 
Uses pronouns accurately 
to support cohension in 
and between paragraphs 
 
 
 

Writes with a selected structure 
which is carefully controlled 
throughout the text. It maintains 
and emphasizes its context and 
purpose 
 
Writes paragraphs with a clear 
topic sentence and uses these to 
guide the reader so that texts are 
well shaped  
 
Uses a range of devices to build 
cohesion within and across 
paragraphs e.g. repetition of 
words, phrases or sentences, 
adverbials, generalisers and verb 
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 tenses or forms. 
 
Uses appropriate organisational 
and presentational devices to 
structure text dependent on the 
purpose and audience, with an 
awareness of the impact on the 
reader 

Sentence 
structure and 
grammar 

Uses a variety of simple, 
compound and complex 
sentences with some 
control to create impact and 
effect  
 
 
 
Writes with complex 
sentences, which are mostly 
secure, with some variation 
of the position of the clause, 
including embedded clauses 
 
 
 
 
 

Uses a variety of simple, 
compound and complex 
sentences with increasing 
control to create impact 
and effect  
 
 
Writes with complex 
sentences, with some 
variation of the position 
of the clause, including 
embedded clauses 
 
 
Uses a range of verb 
forms with increasing 
accuracy. Modal verbs 
and passive voice may be 
used successfully on 
occasion 
 
 
 

Uses a variety of simple, compound 
and complex sentences with 
control to indicate levels of 
informality and formality and to 
create particular effects 
 
Positions and manipulates clauses 
in complex and multi-clause 
sentences to shift emphasis for 
focus for effect 
 
 
 
Uses verb tenses consistently and 
correctly throughout writing 
 
Uses a range of verb forms, 
including modal verbs and passive 
voice, with increasing accuracy 

Choose 
appropriate 
and effective 
vocabulary 
 

Chooses vocabulary for 
deliberate effect and uses 
word choices with 
thoughtfulness and 
precision  
 

Makes word choices 
mostly appropriate to the 
level of formality 
 
Makes imaginative and 
precise vocabulary 
choices with use of a 
thesaurus  
 
Uses technical vocabulary 
mostly accurately 
 

Makes word choices appropriate to 
the level of formality 
 
Makes vocabulary choices which 
are imaginative and words are 
used precisely and appropriately to 
create impact and enhance 
meaning.  
 
Uses a thesaurus to ensure word 
choices are appropriate to context 
 
Writes with appropriate technical 
vocabulary 

Punctuation Uses the following mostly 
accurately: 
Capital letters 
Full stops 
Question marks 
Exclamation marks 
Commas for lists 
Commas for fronted 
adverbials 
Apostrophes for 
contractions 

Uses the following 
accurately: 
Capital letters 
Full stops 
Question marks 
Exclamation marks 
Commas  
Apostrophes for 
contractions 
Inverted commas 
Comma to demarcate 

Uses the following mostly 
accurately: 
Inverted commas 
Commas  
Punctuation for parenthesis 
Semi-colon to introduce a list 
Brackets for parenthesis 
 
Uses a comma securely 
Uses the following with some 
accuracy:  
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Inverted commas 
 
Attempts to use other forms 
of punctuation which may 
not be accurate: 
Dash 
Comma to demarcate 
clauses, including in 
dialogue 
Colon 
Semi-colon 
Brackets  
 
Uses a comma insecurely 
and may be used incorrectly 
in place of full stops 

clauses, including in 
dialogue 
 
Uses the following with 
some accuracy:  
Dash 
Colon 
Semi-colon 
 
Uses a comma securely 
with only infrequent 
errors and comma splices 
 

Semi-colons to mark the boundary 
between independent clauses 
Colons to mark the boundary 
between independent clauses 
Dashes to mark boundaries 
between independent clauses 
Hyphens 
 
 

Spelling Beginning to spell words in 
the Year 6 spelling list 
 
Spells appropriately using 
the statutory sounds and 
strategies taught so far from 
English Appendix 1: Spelling 
– Year 5/6 

Spells some words in the 
Year 6 spelling list 
 
Spells appropriately using 
the statutory sounds and 
strategies taught so far 
from English Appendix 1: 
Spelling – Year 5/6 

Spells most words in the Year 6 
spelling list 
 
Spells appropriately using the 
statutory sounds and strategies 
taught so far from English 
Appendix 1: Spelling – Year 5/6 

Handwriting Writes in a consistent, 
fluent style across all areas 
of writing 

Writes in a consistent, 
fluent style across all 
areas of writing 

Writes legibly with joined 
handwriting with appropriate 
speed and fluency 
 
Chooses which shape of letter to 
use, and whether to join specific 
letters 

Re reading 
and editing 

Identifies aspects of own 
writing which met the 
success criteria and has a 
particular effect on the 
reader 
 
Identifies areas (eg, spelling, 
vocabulary, sentence 
structure, paragraphs) to 
improve and makes 
improvements 

Identifies aspects of own 
writing which met the 
success criteria and has a 
particular effect on the 
reader 
 
Identifies areas (eg, 
spelling, vocabulary, 
sentence structure, 
paragraphs) to improve 
and makes improvements 

Identifies strengths and areas for 
improvement in own and others 
writing 
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6 Beginning (Y5 HA) 
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• Develops characters with interesting and imaginative description and actions which move the 

story forward 

• Uses settings to create atmosphere and indicate a change in mood or atmosphere 

• Uses figurative language including metaphors and personification 

• Develops and elaborates on ideas within paragraphs 

• Uses a variety of simple, compound and complex sentences with some control to create 

impact and effect  

• Uses the following mostly accurately: capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks, commas 

for fronted adverbials, apostrophes for contractions 

 

6 Developing 
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•  
 

• Describes settings, characters and atmosphere appropriately 

• Concludes texts more clearly with attempts to relate subject to reader or to make direct 

appeal to reader.  

• Develops and elaborates on ideas within paragraphs with imaginative and interesting detail 

• Uses a variety of simple, compound and complex sentences with increasing control to create 

impact and effect  

• Makes imaginative and precise vocabulary choices with use of a thesaurus  

• Uses the following accurately: capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks, commas for lists, 

commas for fronted adverbials, apostrophes for contractions 

• Uses the following with some accuracy: dash, semi-colon 
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6 Secure 
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• Effective settings, characters, atmosphere and plot are created 

• Varies openings to engage or directly address the reader. Concludes texts effectively with well 

thought out closings. 

• Writes paragraphs with a clear topic sentence and uses these to guide the reader so that texts 

are well shaped  

• Uses a range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs e.g. adverbials, 

generalisers and verb tenses or forms. 

• Uses a variety of simple, compound and complex sentences with control to indicate levels of 

informality and formality and to create particular effects 

• Uses verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout writing 

• Makes vocabulary choices which are imaginative and words are used precisely and appropriately 
to create impact and enhance meaning.  

• Uses the following accurately: capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, 

commas for fronted adverbials, apostrophes for contractions 

• Uses the following with some accuracy: semi-colon 
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6 Working at greater depth 
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• Effective settings, characters, atmosphere and plot are created 

• Text has a clear voice which is sustained 

• Varies openings to engage or directly address the reader. 

• Concludes texts effectively with well thought out closings. 

• Writes paragraphs with a clear topic sentence and uses these to guide the reader so that 

texts are well shaped  

• Uses a range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs e.g. adverbials, 

generalisers and verb tenses or forms. 

• Uses a variety of simple, compound and complex sentences with control to indicate levels of 

informality and formality and to create particular effects 

• Positions and manipulates clauses in complex and multi-clause sentences to shift emphasis 

for focus for effect 

• Makes vocabulary choices which are imaginative and words are used precisely and 
appropriately to create impact and enhance meaning.  

• Uses the following mostly accurately: commas, punctuation for parenthesis,  

• Uses a comma securely 

• Uses the following with some accuracy: Dashes to mark boundaries between independent 

clauses 
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6 Working at greater depth 
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• Uses thoughtful literary techniques and devices which have been influenced by wider 

reading 

• Writes with levels of formality which are established, used appropriately and sustained. This 

adds to the effectiveness and impact of the writing. 

• Uses a range of literary features to have an impact on the reader e.g. repetition, short 

sentences or figurative language 

• Uses paragraphs to develop and expand ideas or points of view, themes and events in depth 

• Uses a range of cohesive devices across and within paragraphs 

• Varies paragraph length according to the writer’s purpose 

• Uses sentences with more than one clause to elaborate and to convey complicated 

information concisely 

• Writes with varying levels of formality which are controlled through selecting vocabulary 

precisely 

• Uses precise vocabulary and grammatical choices, including the deliberate use of passive 

voice  

• Clarifies intended meaning with a range of punctuation 
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Above 6 WGD 
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